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A\fENDMENT S TO THE CLAIMS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

I. (Currently Amended) Tn a wireless communication system, a method of 
initiating delivery of an instant voice message to a recipient wireless station, comprising: 

receiving a message for a recipient firom a sender device at a message server 
without the sender device placing a call to the reci pient, the sender device associated with 
A nie5 f.«igmP service that includes the message server and an interactive voce re5pon^<S 
(TVRt system, the message including voice content and other multimedia content and 
designating a recipient; 

extracting the voice content firom tiie message at the message server; 

storing the voice content in thelVR an intoractivc voioo xosponsc (TS^PO system; 

initiating transmission of a Short Message Service (SMS) notification to the 
recipiojt wireless station, the SMS notification including information permitting the 
recipient wireless station to access the IVR system; and 

in response to the IVR system receiving a request for the stored voice content, 
transmitting Hie stored voice content from the IVR system to the recipient wireless 
statioiL 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the recipient wireless device does 
not have the capability of processing the other midtimedia content. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein pwsiftg extracting the 
voice content from the message is perfonned in response to a determination thai the recipient 
wireless device does not have the capability of processing the other multimedia content. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the message received from the 
sender device comprises a Multimedia Messaging Service message. 
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5. The method of claim I, wherein the recipient is associated with a wireless 
operator different from a wireless operator associated with the sender. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
obtaining a reply message created by the recipient; and 
delivering the reply message to the sender. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein obtaining a reply message 
comprises recording the reply message at the IVR system in which the voice content parsed 
cxtmcted from the reply message is stored. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein delivering the reply message to 

the sender comprises: 

storing the reply message in an IVR system; and 

initiating transmission of an SMS notification to the sender device, ihc SMS 
notification including information permitting the sender device to access the IVR system 
in which the reply message is stored; and 

in response to the IVR system in which the reply message is stored receiving a 
request for the reply message, transmiiiing the stored reply message to the sender device. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein: 

the reply message created by the recipient includes voice content and no other 

multimedia content; 

ihc sender device is Multimedia Messaging Service O^S)-enabled; and 
delivering the reply message to the sender comprises: 

transcoding the voice content of the reply message to an audio format associated 
with MMS to create dx\ MMS message; and 

initiating transmission of the MMS message to the sender device. 
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10. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the reply message is obtained 
upon creation of the reply message by the recipient using the WR system. 

11. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein the reply message is created 
without ihc recipient device being compatible with any dedicated protocol that can natively 
support direct voice messaging. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the message from the 
sender device is performed upon the estabUshment of a network connection with the sender 
device, wherein the message has been ^eviously created and stored at the sender device at a 
time vrticn no network connection with the sonder device exists. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1. wherein timing of the initiation of 
transmission of the SMS notification is determined based on a priority value assigned to the 
instant voice message. 
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14. (Cmrently Amended) In a \vii«lesscommuiucation system, a method of enabling 
a recipient of an instant voice message to send a reply message, comprising: 

^r^iviii ff an instant voice message for a recinient from a wireless station of a 
■■.finder without the sender piacmg a call t o thft recinient the instant voice message 
Kifieived at a messaging service associw fftd with the »nrai«.cc Qtatinn nf the sender, the 
messagine service includint> a first interacti ve voice response flVR) system; 

notifying the lecipient with a first Short Mes sage service (SMS) notification that 
the messaging ■'service of tN^ render has t t»« instant voice message for the recipignt, the 
fin^ SMS notifir^ition enahli n p the retnnient to access the IVR ffV f jftm to pbtain the 

instant voice messagei 

in the first a-fest interactive voice response (IVR) system from which the 
recipient has obtained the instant voice message, recording a reply message that is created 
by the recipient and is to be delivered to the sender of the instant voice message; 

storing the instant voice message in a second IVR system; 

initiating transmission of a sffgond SMS Short Mogaagc Survicc (SMS) 
notification to a wireless station of the sender, the second SMS notification including 
information permitting the wireless station of the sender to access the second fVR 
system; and 

in response to the second IVR system receiving a request for the stored instant 
voice message frrvm the sender , transmitting the stored instant voice message from the 
IVR system to the wireless station of the sender. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the first IVR system and the- 
second IVR system are the same IVR system. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the first IVR system and the 
second IVR system are different IVR systems. 
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17. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the reply message is created 
without a wireless device of the recipient being compatible with any dedicated protocol that can 
natively support direct voice messaging. 

18. (Original) Themcthodof claim 14, wherein: 

the sender is a subscriber to an instant messaging service by which the instant 

voice message is created; and 

the recipient is not a subscriber to any instant messaging service, but is permitted 
by the first IVR system to create the reply message to the instant voice message. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the recipient is associated with a 
wiieless operator different from a wireless operator associated with the sender. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 14, comprising, prior to recording the reply 
message: 

receiving the instant voice message from the wireless station of the sender; 
storing the instant voice message in the first IVR system; 

initiating transmission of an SMS notification to the wirdess station of the 
recipient, the SMS notification including information permitting the wireless station of 
the recipient to access the first IVR system; and 

in response to the first IVR system receiving a request for the stored instant voice 
message, transmitting the stored instant voice message from the first IVR system to the 
vwreless station of the recipient 
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21 . (Currcntiy Amended) In a wireless communication system, a method of enabling 
a recipient having aiecipient wireless station that is not Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS> 
enabled to receive voice content from an MMS message and to respond thereto, comprising: 

sending ^ a voice content of an MMS message to *e a recipient without plaqng 

a rail tn the recipient, including: 

receiving the MMS message from a sender device, the message including 

voice content and other multimedia content; 

extracting the voice content from the MMS message; 

storing the voice content in a first interactive voice response (IVR) system 
from which the recipient accesses the voice content; and 

initiating transmission of a Short Message Service (SMS) notification to 
the recipient wireless station, the SMS notification including information 
permitting the recipiem wireless station to access the voice content from the first 
IVR system; and 

sending a reply frem the recipient to the sender of the MMS message wUhSSS 
placing a call to the soider. including: 

in the rVR system, recording a reply message that is created by the 
recipient and is to be delivered to the sender; 

transcoding the voice content of the reply message to an MMS fonnal to 
create an MMS reply message; and 

initiating transmission of the MMS reply message to the sender device. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein extracting the voice content from 
the MMS message is performed In response to a determination that the recipient wireless station 
is not MMS-enabled. 
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23. (Currently Amended) In a recipient wireless station that operates in a wireless 
network, a method of replying to an instant voice message, comprising: 

receiving a Short Message Service (SMS) notification that includes instructions 
for accessing an instant voice message stored in an interactive voice response (IVR) 
|Vl^ c y^Am «.soci r r>H ^th . sender of the instant voice message, wherein a 
<^ ^A^ Hrfiv^ the insta p r vnir*. message to the TVR system wiThont piacinB a catt tp th e 

recipient wireless station ; 

in response to the performance of the instructions, accessing the IVR system; and 
transmitting voice data to the IVR system i^nthont placing n r^ll tp a sender of the 

^..t»nt voice message, the IVR system recording the voice data to create a reply message 

to the instant voice message, the reply message being sent to the sender of the instant 

voice message. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 23, wherein the reply message is sent 

to the sender by: 

storing the reply message in aa ^ IVR system; and 

transmitting, to a wireless station of the sender, an SMS notification including 
infomiation permitting the wireless station of the sender to access the TVR system in 
which the reply message is stored; and 

in response to the IVR system receiving a request for the stored reply message, 
transmitting the stored reply message to the wireless station of the sender. 

25. (Original) Themethodof claim 23, wherein: 

the reply message created by the IVR system includes voice content and no other 
multimedia content; 

the wireless station of the sender is Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS> 

enabled; and 

the reply message is sent to the sender by: 

transcoding the voice content of the reply message to an audio formal 
associated with MMS to create an MMS reply message; and 
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initiating transmission of the MMS reply message to the wireless station 
of the sender. 

26. (Currently Amended) In a wireless station associated with a wireless 
communication system, a method for initiating transmission of an instant voice message, 
comprising: 

at a time when no network connection between the wireless station and the 
wireless communication system exists, receiving user input including: 
voice data; and 

infimnation spcdiyii^ a recipient; 

storing an instant voice message that includes ihe voice data locaUy at the 
wireless station; and 

when a subsequent network connection between the wireless station and the 
wireless communication system exists, initiating transmission of the instant voice 
message from the wireless station to the wireless communicaUon system vydAout 
attem pting to estehlish a Uve telephone call be t ween the wireless .'rtation and the recipient, 
such that the instant voice message is sent to the recipient wherein a m^gg^ge server 
provides the rpr-mient with in s tn.ctions on how to retrieve the m^nvH v^ice message from , 
an interactive voice resPOP se SVStem. 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein the instant voice message is 
stored locally in response to a determination that is made automaticatty by the wireless Station 
that no network connection exists. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 28, wherein the instant voice message is 
stored locally further in response to user input indicating that the instant voice message is 
complete and is to be sent, resulting in the automatic detcrminaUon that no network connection 
exists. 
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30. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising automatically 
detennining, by ihc wireless station, that the subsequent network connection exists, such that 
transmission of the instant voice message is initiated withotrt further user input 

31. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein initiating transmission of the 
instant voice message comprises initiating transmission of the instant voice message to an 
interactive voice response (IVR) system, wherein the recipient is notified of tiie instant voice 
message at the IVR system. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein the recipient is notified upon 
receiving a Short Message Service (SMS) notification at a recipient wireless station, the SMS 
notification including information permitting the recipient wireless station to access tiie IVR 
system. 

33. (Original) The metiiod of claim 26, wherein initiating transmission of the 
instant voice message comprises initiating transmission of the instant voice message to a 
recipient wireless station of the recipient, tiie recipient wireless station being adapted to directiy 
receive instant voice messages from tiie wireless communication system without requiring the 
recipient to access an interactive voice response (IVR) system. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein tiie instant voice message 
includes the voice data and otiier multimedia content, wherein tiie wireless communication 
system, upon receiving the instant voice message: 

extracts the voice data fi-om the instant voice message; 

stores the voice content in an interactive voice response (IVR) system; 

initiates transmission of a Short Message Service (SMS) notification to a recipient 
wireless station of tiie recipient, the SMS notification including information permitting 
tiie recipient wireless station to access tiie IVR system; and 
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in response to ihc IVR system receiving a request for the stored voice data, 
transmits the stowsd voice data from the IVR system to the recipient wireless station. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 26. wherein liming of the initiation of 
transmission of the instant voice message from the wireless station to the wireless 
communication system is determined based on a priority value assigned to the instant voice 
message. 
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